Mr. STUB S's «1 
SERMON | 
 Publick Baptifm ; | 


BEFORE THE 
LORD MAYOR, -&c. 
With a POSTCRIPT, 


Fleet, Major : 


Martis, vj, Die Decembris, 1692. A7nog; 
Regis && Regine, Willielmi £7 Matrix, 
Angl &7c. Quarto. 


His Court doth deſire Mr. Stubs 

to Print his Sermon, Preached 

at Guild-Hall-Chapel, on Sunday the 
20th Day of November laſt, before the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen of this 


City. 
GOODFELLOW. | 
Imprimatur. 
Guil. Lancaſter, R. | 


Decembr. ge. , . | 
: hn y P. D. Henrico E- | 
piſc. Lond. a facris | 


Domeſticis. ” / 


441 


Ea 
t 


O F E . IL. Ul 


, | Publick es a 
S EK M ON 


Preached before the AA 
Right Honourable & a l) 
THE ſe! 


LORD MAYOR || | 


. GG _ 


AND THE 


Court of Aldermen, 


Guild-Hall-Chapel, Sunday, Ne- 
wember 20th, 1692. | 
i by PHILIP STUBS, A.M. '| 
Fellow of Wadham-College, Oxo7:. | 


And Chaplain to the Right Reverend Father 
in God, Robert Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter. 


The SecondEnition, with a Poſtſcript: | 
LONDON, 4 


Printed for Fames Bonwicke, at the Hat and 
| Star, 1n St. Paul's C hurch- Yard, 1699. 


—  _— —— ——— — 


TO THE 
Right Honourable 


Sir Job Fleet, Kr. 


LORD MAYOR 
OF THE 


City of LONDON, 


And to the 
Court of Aldermen. 


Right Honourable, 


HE unexpeFed Succeſs this plain 

8 Diſcourſe (by the Bleſſmng of God ) 
met with from a kind Auditory in this 
City, (for whoſe private Benefit "iwas not 
long ſence, 1 muſt confeſs, but too haſtily 
drawn up; ( as it prompted me at firſt to 
offer it before the moſt Publick Aſſembly 
therein at Guild-Hall-Chapel ; jo the 
Hopes of its farther Oſefulneſs makes me 
now readily comply with Tour Hononr's 
Commands for its Publication , in order 
there- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


thereunto. That it may have its deſign'd 
Efe&, im contributing (though never ſo 
little) to the Retrieving ſo Ancient, ſo 
QOniverſal, ſo Religious, 1 may ſay, ſo 
neceſſary a Prattice, as is the Subje# 
Matter of it ; and, by Conſequence, to 
the farther Promoting of God's Glory, in 
the greater Good of his Church in gene- 
ral, and the Welfare of particular Chri- 
ſtians, is the Hearty Deſere of, 


Right Honourable, 


Your moſt Humble, 


Moſt Obedient Servant, 


PHIL. STUBS. 
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St. Matth. xxvilj. 19. 


Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations , Bap- 
11zing them inthe Name of the Father, and 


of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 


HE Texr 1s a full Commiſſion, deliver'd our 

by our Saviour to his Apoſtles, when he hag 

juft finiſh'd the gloricus work ct our Re- 
dcmption, and was now Aſcending up again utiro h1* 
Father ; whereby he impowers them to extend the 
benefics of his Paſſion by Bapriſm, as tar as he detiyn© 
they thould reach, even to the utmcſt Parts of the 
Earth : For as he himſelf had ſpent kis whole time un 
Fuaea, and the Regions thereabout, amcneſt the 7ew's, 
Ged's peculiar Pecple; ſo he cemmands them. whe ms 
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he had fully inſtrufted in every Particular of his Do- 
&rine, ro communicate it to rhe Gentiles : 

"Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations ; baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father , and of the Son, and of the 
tDly Ghoſt. 

From which Words, I may take Occaſion to ſpeak 
of theſe Five Reads. 

I. Ot the Nature of Baptiſm in general. 

IE OF the Perſons here aurhot1z'd ro Baptize. 

JI. Of the Perſons to be Baptiz'd. 

IV. Of the Form of Baptiſm. And, 

Laſtly, Of the Time and Place, when and where 
this Sacrament ought to be adminiſtred. 

Of the Four firſt (there being no difference abour 
them, either as to Principle or Pra&ice, amongſt 
thoſe of our Communion ) I ſhall ſay little more ar 
preſent, than what may ſerve by way of Introdudion, 
as it were, to the laſt Particular, which I have defign'd 
for the main Subje& of my enſuing Diſcourſe : Where- 
in I ſhall, with all the Brevity and Plainneſs I can, en- 
deavour to demonſtrate the Unreaſonableneſs of con- 
tinuing that corrupt Cuſtom crept in among us, (and 
which of late Years has prevail'd more eſpecially in 
this City,) of Baptizing Children 1n Private Houſes, con- 
crary to the earneſt, pious Defires and Endeavours ot 
our Clergy, the declared Senſe and Uſage of rhe Ca- 
tholick Church all along, the- expreſs Orders and Con- 
ſtirurions. of thar ſound Parr of it, whereof we boaſt 
our ſelves Members, and the very Reaſon and Deſign 
of the Inſtitution ir ſelf; ro the no ſmall Dſhonour of 
God- Almighty, in hindring the greater Promotion of 
his Glory, and the Edification of many Religious, well- 
diſpoſed Chriftians. 

Bur betore I enter profeſſedly upon this Argument, 
T am to ſpeak a Word or Two brietly on the Four 
juſt mentioned Heads. And, 

I, Ot the Nature of Baptiſm in general. 

Now Baptiſm ſignifies properly an Immerſion, Dip- 
ping or Wathing the whole Body in Water ; and was 
a Ceremony uſed among the Heathens, as well as the 
Fews, upon the Admiffion of any new Converts to 
rheir Religion : By which Waſhing was ſignified, the 
Cleanſing of the Pertons fo Baptized, from their for- 
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mer Pollutions; and their Reſolution of continuing 
Pure and Unſpotred tor the tuture.. This Ceremony, 
being very innocent, and very fignificant , the Holy 
Feſus was willing to continue 1t 18 his Church ; leaving 
out the other of Circumciſion, Which tfignified bur the 
ſame thing, and was more 1njurious to Men's Health, 
and to their Modeſty. 

I ſay, Bapritm ſignifies properly an Immerſton, Dip- 
ping, or Waſhing the whole Body in Water: And 1o 
1t was prattis'd in the Primitive Times, atter the man- 
ner of John's Baptiſm, who choſe the River Fordan, 
and ſuch Places, where there was much Warer, tor 
the convenience of fuch an Immertfion ; For fo it 1s 
expreſly ſaid of him, Thar John was baptizing in Enon, S» Joh. 3s 
near to Salim, becauſe there was much Water there. Atter 23+ 
this manner the Eunuch, in Ads 8. was baptized by 
S. Philip ;, tor 'tis ſaid, They went down both into the Aﬀts 8, 22, 
Water, both Pluilip and the Eunuch, and he baptized him. ; 
And indeed, this Dipping all over in Water 1s thought 
by ſome, more ſignincant than any other fort of B.zp- 
tim ; tor hereby 1s denoted rhe Cleanting the whole 
Man from Sin, the being buried with Chriſt 1n Bap- 
tiſm, which 1s fignined by the Immertion, or Dipping 
in Water ; and the Rifing to a Newneſs ro Lite, which 
1s ſignified by the Emerfion, or Riting ouc of it again. 
Bur yet it 15 not 1o neceſſary, but it may be omitred 1n 
tavour of the Weakneſs of the Perſon to be baptiz'd, 
and the Pouring or Sprinkling of Water us'd inftead ot 
it ; as has been the Practice of rhefe Northern Countries, 
1n the Baptiſm ot Cluidren, whoſe render Bodies can- 
n2t endure a tral Immertion ; and ct rac frtt Azes 
of rhe Church, in tivuur of Sick and Bed-rid Pertons, 
who defird tw become Chriſtians. For, as God Ai- 
mizhry 1s tender ot cur Souls, t- he takes care of cur 
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Bodies too; and his Laws are fo tar from mjuring cur 
Healths, that they lnzhiy improve them: Upon. witch 
Account, 1t is nur to be imazind, that the Ceremony 
ot Admiſſion 1nro che Chriſtian Relizton ſhould be 
more ditfculr, than that into the Jewith Covenant ; 


as foon as they are made Proleizres. 
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of my Admiſſion into Covenant with Chriſt, How 
doth it hence appear, thar Chriſt thereby enters into 
Covenant with me? I may be waſhed indeed with Wa- 
ter ; Bur how ſhall I be ſatisfied char Chriſt waſhes me 
with his Holy Spirir? For the fartisfying of which Ob- 
jeftion, I muſt procecd to the Second Thing I deſign'd 
ro ſpeak of, viz. 

If. The Pertons here authoriz'd to Baptize. 

Whom, if we look back to Ver. 16. of this Chapter, 
we ſhall find to be the- 4po/tles : Then the Eleven Diſ- 
ciples (tor fo the Apes are there call'd) went away 
into Galilee, into a Mountain where Jeſus had appointed 
them; Who, when he came amongſt them, ſpake 
unto them, ſaying, Al Power is given unto me, in Hea- 
ven, and in Earth : Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 
baptizing them, &c. As if he had ſaid, My Father has 
{ett the Government of this World, which I have re- 
deemed with my Blood, ro me; I have power to make 
what Covenants I pleaſe with Mankind ; I have told 
you, upon what Conditions I will confer Heaven and 
Hpapineſs upon Men; Go ye therefore, and let them all 
know it; And I give you power, and none but you, 
ro admir them into this my new Covenant by Baptiſm. 
But then, the Mercy of God, as it was willing to ex- 
rend the Benefits of his Paffion beyond thar Age of the 
World, and that Generation of Men, contrived Means 
for the effeual Continuance of this Power of making 
tuch Covenants to the End of the World, by autho- 
rizing the Apoſtles ro delegate and depure their Power 
ro others, 1n this large and plenary Commiſion, As my 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend TI you: 1 give you the 
ſame Authority, which I have receiv'd; And as I had 
Power of my Father to ſend you forth to preach rhe 
Goſpel, and baptize every Creature ; ſo I give you 
Power to ſend others forth with the ſame Commiſſion ; 
co Ordain BiſÞops, Prieſts and Deacons, as you ſhall judge 
expedient tor the Editying and Welfare of my Church. 
Which Power was accordingly delegated, immediately 
atterwards, to ſeven Perſons at once, as you'll find in 
Aﬀs 6, to Saul and Barnabas, to their Succeſſsss, until 
this very Period of Time; wherein we of this Com- 
munion, have Perſons under the ſeveral CharaQters a- 
voye-mention'd, who derive their Authority gy 

them, 
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chem, by an uninterrupted Succeſſion. For no Man 
can take this Authority upon himfelf; and unleſs there 
were Sacred Perſons fo continu'd in the Church, there 
could, art this Day, be nv Legal or Valid Adminiſtrati- 
on of this Sacrament ; and by Conſequence, our Savi- 
our's Command would have long tince fell ro the 
Ground, (which I tremble ro think of,) when he bid 
them, and, in them, their Succefſors, Go and teach all 
Nations, baptizing them, Jyc. The Meaning of which 
Words, AY Nations, or an Enquiry, 

IIL. Into the Perſons to be Baptiz'd, is the Subjett of 
my Third General, which now offers ir ſelf ro be ſpoke 
to; Go ye therefore and teach All Nations, baptizing 
them, Rc. | 

The Lord God had, for a long time, dwelt only in 
_ : Though the vaſt Circle of the Earth, nor the 

arger Circumterence of the Heavens cannot contain 
him ;, yet, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, at Salem was his 
Tabernacle, and his Dwelling at Sion: There was his 
Houſe, there his peculiar Reſidence. To the People 
of T7rael only had he given his Laws, and order'd the 
manner of his Worſhip: The reſt of the World 
{eem'd over-look' and neglected, like Children diſ-in- 
herired, and baniſh'd from their Father's Preſence : 
Bur when the Bleſſed Feſus, the Word of God , by 
whom all Men were created, deſcended, for the Re- 
demption of them all, he threw down the Particion- 
Wall which ſhur out the Gentifes trom the Sight and 
Favour of God, and contriv'd Means for the Bringing 
them into his Family, He caus'd the Waters of Bap- 
tim to extend themſelves, as tar as thoſe of the Uni- 
verſal Deluge ;, that as all Men had once periſh'd by Wa- 
ter, ſo they ſhould all be ſaved by it. 

Nor do we, when we ſay AH Men only (upon ſhglt 
Grounds) exclude the Children of Believers trom this 
extraordinary Privilege, as do the Adverſaries to In- 
fant-Baptiſm : Who ſhould not have been mention'd in 
this place, (fince their wild Opinion runs counter to 
the Beliet and Praftice of the Univertal Church in all 
Ages,) did nor ſome ot them boaſt of an Irretragable 
Argument on their Side, taken from the very Words 
we are now about ; arguing trom hence, that becauſe 
our Sayiour firſt ſaid Teach, before he ſaid ie 960k, 
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therefore every Body muſt be taught, before he 15 
baptizd, To which there need be given no other 
Anfwer, but what the true Meaning of the Original 
Word will readily furniſh vs with : For, MaS»]eu2z), 
in the Greek, ſignifies nor here Teach, as in our Trant- 
lation ; bir rather, .mmake Diſciples of : As it our Savi- 
cur (alludinz to a known Cyſtom among the Jews) 
had faid, Go and admit inro my* Church, and make 
Diſciples of all Nations, and that by the Ceremony ot 
Biptijm ;, tor (which 1s very remarkable) in the very 
next Verſe, where the Word Teaching comes again, 
there 15 another * Word made uſe of 1n the Original, 
which has thar for its proper ſ1zmncation. An Expo- 
firion, which, 1f it were duly atrended to, might be 
of no ſmall Uſe to unprejudic d Anabaptiſts. As, 

IV. The Form ot Baptiſm here preſcribed, in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Fly Ghoſt, 
mizhr be fo to ancther fort of ſeemingly more Ratio- 
nal Perſons, who yer (ſome of them) make a Ditf- 
culty in Founding the Dodtrine of the Individual and 
Ever Bleſicd Trinity upon expreſs Words of Scripture. 

For, it the being baptiz'd into the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, as the Original im- 
ports, Eig 79 arora, and not in the Nnme, according to 
our Tranflacion, which 1s lefs ftgntncant; It, I ſay, the 
being b:ptiz'd into thoſe Names dcth nor 11gnihe, the 
being baptiz'd into rhe Beliet of Three Perſons in one 
Incomprehenitble Godhead , which diftinguithes the 
Chriſtian Baptiſm trom all others; and the ſubmitting 
all the Facuſtics of our Souls and Bodies to the Sove- 
raizn Domimon and Guidance of each of rhem, as 
ſuch ; rhen the whole Church almoſt has been in an 
Error for nigh theſe 1700 Years, and a -Handtul of 
Men, whoſe Buſineſs ir 1s now-a-days to revive old, 
condemn'd Herefies, are alone 1n the Right, 

Thus have I briefly gone through the Four firſt 
Particulars, which relate ro the Eſſentials of Baptiſm ; 
To all and ſingular of winch, every one in our Com- 
munion is ſo ready ro ſubſcribe, againſt all Anabapriſts, 
Socinians, and other Unorthodox Perſons whatever, rhat 
few would forgive themſelves, ſhould their Children 
by any means happen to be otherwiſe baptized than by 
Sprinbling them with Watcr, according to the FHifage ut 
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our Country, and not by Dippinz them all over 1n it ; 
ſhould they nor be baptiz' 4 by a Lavjully Ordoin'd Mi- 
niſter of the Church of England';, and that tov, in the 
Name of the Father, and -of the Son, ana of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

V. But now, as to the Circum{t.mees of Time and 
Place, when and w here this Sacrament ought to be Ad- 
miniſtred, which is my Fitth Particular, and comes 
now to be contider'd more at large. 

Moſt are fo prejudic'd againſt chem, by a prevailins 
Cuſtom to the contrary, char, notthich fla ding our Rule fR»!.1. hes 
rells us, f It ought not to be done, but upon Sundays. or tore the 
Holy-days ; nor Out of the Church, * unleſs in Caſes of Of:ce for 
great Neceſſity + : They think rhete Matters of no ſucin Publick 
[mporrance, but that they may fately pats tem by, and Bapti'in. 
Chriſten their Children at Ame, when there : n) *R#u6.2. be- 


Care tor it, withour the leaſt Contravention to my fore the 
Texr, or any cther m_op of Scripture. O.rce tor 
To Perſons of which Complexion, I anſwer, Privare 


Firſt, That althouzh this Text 15 
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ducible for Publickh Baptiſm, as ir means B.{ptin ar rhe 
Font, according to the particular Conttirution of our 


Church, which provides, That there ſhall be = Fit of Can. O& 
Stone in every Church or Chapel, where Eaftiſin is to be C 
Adminiflred ; and that, in that Ent enly, the Minifier Ecciol. 
ſhall Baptize publickly; Yer (with their Leaves) it C47. 51s 
may be ureg'd tor it, as far as the Defien of the Infit- 
rurion 1t felt will warrant us, and the early and con- 
ſtanrCuſtem of rhe Church of Chriſt, which is th 
beſt Expoſitor of ſuch a Detien. 

Now that Baptiſm, even from the Churcli's Intincy, 
has bcen all along as publickly celebrated, as che proteur 
Stare of thar did ares may be fairly arhcr'd trom 
the tollowi ing Words of a great Searcher into the Rc- 


cords of the Primitive Times ; which in} ferve 


ſte: ad of many Querarions ; thar might Le brovelir tor 

the Proct ct this Affertion. «The Place where this Dr. t 

« folemn Aaicn was perterm'd, was at fnift vnimited ; his rom, 
« any Place where there was Water, as * 7z/tin Marte Ct ne PAT 
« tells us: In Ponds or Lakes, 1n Sprinzs or Rivers, I. C. 15. 
« as F Tertillian ſpeaks : Bur always, as near as mighe *.-!p. 2.7.53, 
A be, to the place of the Publick Aljemmblies ; for it was Tf Be 5. 
© ſeldom done withour the Pretence the Congreza- afy. Quinte, 
5 1,00. And then, Secmatly, CIP 4- 
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Secondly, T anſiver farther, That chough the Text 
before us ſhould not be ſufficient of 1t ſelt ro ſarisfie 
all the bewildring Doubts of rhe Scrupulous, or Per- 
verſe, but, notwithſtanding its Evidence, they will 
think themſelyes ſtill at liberty to baptize either in 
publick or private; yet, in Conforr with ſome others 
that may be alledg'd, ir ought certainly ro be rhoughr 
of ſuch Force, as to conclude them without more 
a-do, and immediately determine their Choice. Such 
are theſe, and the like Apoſtolical Canons : * Let all 
things be done decently, and in order. F Let all things be 
done to edifying. From which, and ſeveral other Places 
of Scripture of the ſame Nature, it 15 on all Hands ac- 
knowledg'd among Proteſtants, (a) That hereby is given 
ro the Church Power to make Decrees about ſuch Mat- 
ters as this, and others defign'd there, where St. Pau 
rells the Corinthians, (b) That the reſt he will ſet in order 
when he comes. And we of this Church expreſly aflerr, 
(c) Thar fhe has Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, 
not repugnant to the Word of God : And that the Bring- 
ing of Perſons to be ſolemnly. baptiz'd in God's Houſe, 
for the r_ Good of the Chriſtians there preſent, 
has no ſuch Contrariety, muſt ſtill be preſum'd, ill 
berter Topicks for ConviQtion be found our, than whar 
have hicherto been offer'd. | 

Now, this Power being granted, as lodg'd in the 
Church, it will hence follow, That what our Mother 
doth lawfully enjoin, we are, with Readineſs and Sub- 
miſſion ro atſent to; leſt by ſtanding out againſt hex 
obſtinately, we fin as much againſt Heaven, who gave 
her this Commiſion, as we do againſt the Authority 
of the Church it ſelt, 

However therefore ſome may ſtile themſelves her 
Children, and ſeem mightily pleas'd with the ſpecious 
Appellation of True Sons of the Church of England, 
whilſt they are guilty of fuch an Irregularity as Private 
Baptiſm has heen always reckon'd 1n it, —_ when 
required to the contrary,) they muſt pardon others 
who cannot bur rhink them highly unworthy to be call'd 
fo; fince by ſuch ſtubborn, unduritul Carriage, (were 
all Men as poſitive in their Refuſals as they,) her Being 
muſt (inevitably) be deſtroyd as a Church, whence 
every one of us derive our own, as Chri/tians, 

But, 


of Publick Baptiſm. 
Bur, to be more methodical, and to preſs this Mar- 


ter with greater Application, let me crave your Pati- 
ence, whilſt I. tender to you the Four tollowing Par- 


. ticulars. 


I. The expreſ Orders of our Church, with Relation 
ro Publich Baptiſm, and the Care ſhe has taken in the 
Contrivance of her Fm tor ir, ſo, that there can be 
no Intrenchment upon ir, without a great deal of Ab- 
ſurdiry, as well as Diſobedience on their fide, who be- 
come Dejpiſers of the Church of God, by ating contrary 
to her Injun&ons. 

2. Thar the Obedience of her Genuine Sons in this 
Aﬀair, may not be Nick-nam'd, or term'd Implicit, I 
Jhall ſhew, that ſhe hath done nothing herein, but up- 
on very extraordinary Motives , 1n that her Conſtiruci- 
ons about it do not only bear a {ſweet Harmony to the 
Praftice of the Eaſtern, and all the Weſtern Churches : 
Bur, 

3. That the Pradtice of all theſe Churches 1s groun- 
ded upon rhe earlieſt Antiquity : And, 

4. That that Antiquity has no lefs folid a Baſis, than 
then firmeſt Reaſons ro ſupport it. 

Bur of each of theſe as brictly as poſſible. And, 

x. Then, As to the Orders of our Church: befides 
the Canon juſt now mention'd, where there 1s a nt 
enjin'd to be ſet up in every Church or Chapel, where 
Baptiſm is to be Adminiſtred , and that in thit Font 
only, the Miniſter ſhall Baptize publickly ; che Othce 
for Publick Bapti/m faith in one place, Thar the Pes- 
ple are to be admoniſÞd, that it is moſt convenient that 
Baptiſm ſhould not be Admiriſter d, but upon Sundays, md 
Holy-days, when the moſt number of People come together. 
In another place it cnjoins, Thar when there ave Chil- 
dren to be baptiz'd, the Parents lt give notice theivof 
over Night, or in the Mrning, before the Begirning » 
Morning-Prayer, to the Curate: And then, the God tt hers 
and Godmothers, and the People, with the Children, mt 
be ready at the Font, either immediately after the Lati 
Leſſon at Morning-Prayer, or elſe immediately after the 
Laſt Lejjon at Evening-Prayer , as the Curcte, ty his 
Diſcretion, ſhall appoint. Again, In the Oikce tor P11 
vate Baptiſm, The Curates of every Pariſh ſhall often 2.7- 
mmiſh their Pariſhoncrs, that, without great Cave and 
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Neceſſity, they procure not their Children to be baptiz'd at 
home, 1a their Houſes, Our Church 1s 1o 1ndulgenc 
a Mocher, that the permits any to be baptrz'd in Pri- 

ate when there is a Neceſſity tor it, agreeably to the 
Praftice ot the Univerſal Church all along; and accor- 

dingly hath provided a particular Form tor ſuch Exi- 

Zencies : Bur rhis ſtil with an Injun&ion, Thar after- 
wards they be brought to Church, that thoſe Prayers and 
Rires, which before were omitred in the Oftice, may 
be there publickly ſupplied. 

This is the Sence of our Church in this Matter, and 
her Detcrminarion, and theretore ſuthcient, as has been 
prov'd, to oblige every True Son of hers to acquietce 
therein, and be conformable. 

Bur I have yer tarther ro urge, Thar whoſoever 
will be ſtubborn, and run counter ro theſe Eſtabliſh- 
ments of hers, 'by Chriſt'ning his Children ar home, 
and that by the Publickh Firm, (which is fill infiſted 
upon,) mult nor only be reckon'd guilty of maniteſt 
Diſobedience to his Morher, but is ch: meable likewiſe 
with ſeveral grots Abſurdities in one of the ſolemneſt 
of God's holy Ordinances ; the Publick Firm being ſo 
contriv'd, to prevent Evation, or Collution herein, thar 
it cannor properly be us'd any where bur in the Church ; 
as has been well obſerv'd in a lare * Treaite on this 


waker's AM- Argument, to which hardly any ting can be added ro 


ri tr .7tin of 


Prblick 

Dif in of 
Infnts tot 

! " [ "a 


x F 
_ £ ® A a Te » 
[1 ils a \ 30) Co 


1") J's 


Cc S J 4 L Ya ws 


mw: FIG Dc- 


this Head, For, 1. For inſtance, as the Author ob- 
ſerves, F W hea En: Minſter fays thus to the Godta- 


tiers and Go dmorher \ Tos have br ought this Child 
wre to be baptiz'd, (according to that of one of the 
Solencs, (a) You cre bi os 3 Church in the Aims of 
wur Streties; ) he ougir, ; Fonts Hſe, to 1nvert 


the Words thus, Te have ck me here to q vet this 
Chil. 2. How can any Miniſter uſe thar Petition in 

rhe laſt Collect, beiore the Prayer of Conlccration, in 
"a h a place, with any colour of Reaſsn, when he is 
thus to addreſs ous 't ro God Almighty, Grant that 
whoever Is here dedirated unto thee, hy our Office and 


Miniſtry, may be en! ved, &c. whilſt by Here 1s vndoubr- 
edly meant the Ft in the Church, or the Ch»rco it 
felt, rhe proper place of Dedi 1ion : at leaſt, Hmmm 
was of that Opinion, when the offer 'd her Sanme!, the 
S210 of her Prayers, 1n the /7:;\e of the Cord, with a 

. Dcfign 


of Publick, Baptiſt. it 


= Deſign of Dedicating him there to kis Service, 3. In 
oe the Prayer of Conſecration it felf, it 1s no fmall Arzu- 
rj L © 


a ment to prevail tor God's Afﬀent to the Petitions offer d 
| in the behalt of the Child, ro be Regenerared; Thar 
he would regard the Prayers of his Congregation, and 


w_ comply therewith, in Sanifying the Water, to the Myitical 
a Waſhing away of Sin, &c. Now this Congregation, 
wr whoſe Prayers are thought thus efficacious, ought ro 
OY be ſuch an one, (as the above-cired Author oblerves,) Pag, 3t- 

F of which che Miniſter may fately and cruly fay, Thy 
” Congrezation ;, tor there is certainly the greatcit Validi- 
_— ty in the Prayers of God's Congregations ; Bur there 
ice is great Reaſon to think, that thoſe are not ſuch, which 

are gather'd in a private Houſe, on ſuch an Account ; 

ag fince che Church has not appointed it a fit place for 
ith- Baptiſm, unleſs; as was aboveſaid, in Caſes of extream 
—_ Neceſfity. So that Private Houſes being nor ordinarily 3} 
_ allow'd, much leſs commanded to be made uſe of as | 
c i 


ſuch ; nay, ofrenrimes perverſely appropriated by fome; 


» 


"ile to thar Ule,againſt the expreſs Authority of the Church, | : 
ieft and earneft Sollicication of thoſe thir are fer over *þ 
10 them; whoever afſemble there, in ſuch an illezal man- Th 
hat ner, muſt be though as really guilty of a Diſorder in yid.Bl. o& # 

ch; the Church, as thoſe who meer in prolubited Numbers >, (apud oþ 
CLlS and Places are of a Riot in the State. Nor will that RBeyereyi- Þ 
4 £0 pitiful Plea from our Sayjour's (ignorantly miſapply'd) um.Tom. 1, BY 
ob- Promiſe, * Where Two or Three are gathered together », 191.) ad ; 

dta- in my Name, there am I in the midſt of them, ſtand them! in Can. 3 4 

ll 5 any ſtead; Since we muſt not be allow'd to argue from Concil. 4, 

UC extraordinary, to ordinary and common Cates; for ;jn Truilo. 

1s of ' though nor a Tittle of our Saviour's Words ſhall fall * $4, Matt. 

vert ro the Ground, bur he will be with his all the World te; 25. 

this over, till the Confummarion of all things; yer this 

1.1 Text muſt be underſtood of them, as duly circum- 

I, m {tantiared, with reſpet ro Time, Place, Xc. Hence 

C Is the Reaſon of no Confidering Perſon will gre him 

Har leave to ſay, Becauſe our Saviour ſupporced kis Diſ- 

an ciples with theſe Words, whom he forefiv Droopins, 

ubt- ere-long, under a Perſecured Condition ; theret-re 

2 1C they may make uſe of it upon every Cafriehis, (as 299 

nah V2 \ 5n &- its fn 

| many among our Laity aftually do,) in the moſt tou- 

tie riſhing State of the Church, againſt the known Orders 

ca 4 -* of rhe Eſtabliſhment in it, to which, in many the lite 


fon C Calc 
-—"— G * _ (G0) E. of 


OO I 


De Rit. 


A SERMON 


Caſes, they readily ſubmic upon thoſe very Motives 
which are uſually urgd tor their Obedience to this In- 
junction, Bur, 4. The laſt Abſurdiry commitred in 
uſing our Publick Form at Home, is, the Receiving the 
Child > When the Miniſter, having firſt Nam'd ir, and 
Bapriz'd ir, holding it till in his Hand, uſes theſe 
Words of Admitfion, We receive this Child. into the Con- 
gregation of Chriſt's lack , &c. Which Reception dorh 
nor only mean, into the whole Body of the Univerſal 
Church, but as well that Repreſentative Part then pre- 
tent, and Conſenring to ir tor the Whole. And rhe 
Miniſter's Embracing the Child, is for the fame End, 
as the Impofition of Hands in Baptiſm was of Old , 
which, Durantus tells us, fignified the Reconciliation, 


Eccl. Cath. by which he that was without the Church a Child of 
Lib. r. cap. Wrath, according to our Carechiſm, was in the Church 


19. 


Chap. 7. 


receiv'd into the Church's Favour, and made a Child 
ot Grace. 

Thus have I laid before you the Commands of our 
Church, with relation ro Publich Kaptiim, rogerher 
with the Danzer and Ablurdity of our Breach of them 
which was the Firſt Particular : 1 haſten through che 
tollowing Ones with all imaginable Brevity, and pro- | 
ceed to tſhew., 

2. That She has done nothing herein, bur upon 
very extraordinary Morives, in that her Thoughts, with 
reſpet to the Butineſs in hand, accord with the Eaſtern, 
and all the Weſtern Churches now in the World. 

As for the Eqxftern, Sir Paul Ricaut, 1n Ins Preſent 
Stute of the Greek Church, tells us, That That hath, 
from long Antiquity, pra&is'd, on the Eighth Day to pre- 
ſent then Children at the Church-Porch, fo receive the 
Bleſſing of the Prieſt, &c. And 'tis netoriouſly known, 
that che PraGice of the Church of Rome, here in the 


Vid.Ricuale Wejt, 1s agreeable ro her Conſtitutions : Cum proprius 


influ Paul 
5s. Colon. 


Vi! 


locus hujus Sacramenti fit Ecelefia Parochialis , nullus 
extra eam, niſt forte in caſu neceſſitatis baptizet. Nor 
doth She permit any, but in Cafes of Extream Neceſſity, 
to be bapriz'd ar Home; and chey, upon Recovery, arc 
{ti}] brought ro Church afterwards. The French (as well 
as the other Reform'd Churches abroad, conformable to 
vluch 1s their Praftice(as many of them have Churches) 
in clus City) nor only order this Utage in their Service- 
Books, 


of Publick Baptiſme. 


e5 Boks, bur, as we do, give their Reaſons for it rhere 

n- likewiſe: Becauſe * Baptiſm , fay they, 

in is a ſolemn Admiſſim into the Church of * Il eft a mter uri 

he Chriſt, and therefire ought to be done in the doit apporter les Enfans, 

nd Face of the Atlembly, who are ro be pour baptizer; ou le Di- | 
ſe Wirneiies of the Matter. Nay, The manche,ou les autres 1urs : 
on- Enzliſh Congregation which was garher'd au Sermon : a fin que com- $1 
\th ar Geneva, 11 the Year 1558. upon an me le Baptefine eſt une F 
ſal unjuſt Diſlike of ſome Things 1n our reception ſolennelle en '8 
Te- Lirurgy and Churcl-Government here, EZzlite, 1] fe fafle cn la i oÞ 
-he T in their Frm of Prayer, and Admini- preſence de I Aflem- Y! 
nd, ſiration of the Sacraments, approy'd by ble. v. La Frme a" Ad- '% 
d; 7. Calvin Iumelt , tells us potitively, iniſtrer le Baptiſme. q 
on, Thar it is evident from God's Word, that + See The Order of "oh 
of the Sacraments are not Ordain'd of him, to Baptiſm, Rubr. 1. oF 
rch be us'd in Private Corners, as Charms or j 
NF Sorceries ; but - left to the Congregation, and neceſſarily if 

annex'd to God's Word, as Seals of the ſame : Therefore I 
our the Infant, which is to be baptiz'd, ſhall be brought to 'þ 
her Church on the Day appointed, to Common-Prayer, and £7 
m:; Preaching, &. And (which -I hope will be tor the þ 
the Conviction of thoſe among us, who are very ready to oF 
pPro- charge every Perſon or Thing with Popery, or Superſti- i} 
tion at leaft, that doth bur look rowards the Eſtabliſh- þ | 
pon ing or Retrieving any of the Solemnities in God's Wer- bt 
eels ſhip) Even the Prestyterian Directory, in the late Times mn.che'Ch | 
how of Contvſion, cxpreſly Ordains, That Baptiſm be not je _ 
: Adminiſter d in Private Places, or Privately, but in the Etituled, 

ſent Place of Publick Worlhip, and in the Face of the Con- Of mY FINN 
path, gregation, where the People may moſt conveniently ſee and P* 15+ 

pre- hear : Which the Framers of 1t likewiſe tell us, was 
- ho reſoly'd upon, After earneſt and frequent Calling upon the See the Pre- 
no Name of God ;, and after much Conſultation, not with f.ice to the 
es Fleſh and Blood, but with his bly Word, Purſuant to Dire&fory for 

. hich Reſolurions, as it ſhould ſeem, we are told, F that the Publick 
Prius ” ES : « Bb wy N 
llc as for their Brethren in Scotl.imd, no Length of Way, Worſhip of 


Nor nor ſcarce any Indiſpoſition, can prevail with them ro Godthrough- 


«ſſity keep their Children from the Church ;, bur they carry ot En- 

| —_ them ſeveral Miles to be baptiz'd, that 1t may be done gland, Scor- 
a” in Publick : And that they thought it an inexpretfivle land and 
Favour, when a Toleration was granted them tor Pri: Ireland. 

Mole ro dog oy — W oy_ - 
ches) vie Baptiſm in cafe of Great Neceſſity, Bur, + Mit. of 
vice Publ. Bar, 
TVICE= 4 
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3. There is not only a Conſent between ours and 
theſe Churches in this Parriular, bur the Praftice of all 


of them 1s £ 


the Procf o 


rounded uponthe earlieſt Antiquity; For 
which, I ſhall:not now trouble vou with a 


pompous Oftenration of Authorities ; though I mighr 
quote to you Fuſtin Martyr, St. Athanaſius, Gregory Na- 


* Vid. Coccei! Thel. 
Cathol. Tom. 2. lb. 5. 
Art. 11, de Baptiſteris. 

Þ+ Pre ceteris notetur 
precipue Can. 59. antig. 
illizs Conc. Conſtanr. 3. 
fic. Stat. Mndwww's oy 
eud\npim oltc trdbv oix- 
as Tvſyavo) Gamruigous 
6143 w, dA\' Of wir” 
AoV\es i515 oy &pdy- 
Ts corlowd) Or mals vor 
Oodrydis DET XI E7, 
CHKANTICS, KUKATE Ths 
peas TauTYS among: 
vim. Ei Y ms ds 
TH meg nWps 601 
Wl v2. &7\ov, & BR xAn- 
e105 &n, X2$L12644w, 
7 Aat vgs, apoeilt ow. 

| Pag. 11. from Cave's 
Primitive Chriſtianity, 
Parc 1. Chap. 10. Page 

II. 

* Id. ibid. p. 312. 

T De Catechumenis 
Biptizandis id ſtatutum 
eft, ut in Paſche vel Pen- 


zianzen, Ambroſe, Chryſoſtom *, gc. with 
Councils F, General and Provincial; but 
defire the || above-mention'd Ciration 
may ſerve, inſtead of many: Where 
*twas ſaid, That the Place where this (0- 
lemn A&ion was perform'd, was at firſt un- 
limited; any place where there was Water 
as, a Pond, Lake, River, or Spring, ſer- 
ving turn ; But that always they choſe 2 
Place for Baptiſm as near as might be to 
that of the Publick Aflembly ; for 'twas 
ſeldom done (even in the very Infancy of 
the Church) without the Preſence of the 
Congregation, For which Reafon it was, 
that in Ancient Times, as we are there 
likewiſe told, * their Baptiſteria, or Fonts, 
as we call them, were built at firſt near the 
Church, then in the Church-Porch, to rep:e- 
ſent Baptiſm's being the Entrance into the 
Myſflical Church ; and afterwards in the 
Church it ſelf. At which Places, Baptiſm 
was of Old Adminifter'd only on Eaſter 
and Whit-Sunday, as many Councils for- 
merly order'd ; becauſe (as one of them 
is expreſs) at thoſe F Solemn Times there 
were the moſt numerous Aﬀemblies; and 
by Conſequence the Adminiſtration of. 
this holy Rite would be then more for 
the Editication of the Church. 


recoftes folennitate, quanto majoris celebritatis major eſt celebritas, tanto 
magis ad Baptizandum veniant, Conc. Gerund, Can. 3. 


Where, by the way, we may obſerve the Riſe of 
Private Baptiſm in the Primitive Church, together with 
the Reaſonablenefs of its Allowance then : For, the 
reſerying the Baptization of all their Capechumens till 


thoſe 


of Publick Baptiſm. 

thoſe rwo great Feſtivals, if any of them in the mean 
while happen'd to be in great danger of Perſecution, 
as was probable in the firſt Ages ot the Church ; In- 
curſions of Barbarous Enemies, no leſs trequent in the 
ſucceeding Times ; preſent Death, by Sickneſs, or aty 
other Means ; they granted them the Liberry of being 
baptiz'd immediately, fearful leſt ar any time they 
ſhould go our of the World depriy'd oft the Benefit 
of this Holy Layer. 


15 


Qui enim in 
diſcrimen 
naufragii,ho- 
ſtilitatis in- 
curſum, obſt- 
diomis ambi- 
gum , ts 
cujuſlibet - 


corporalis egritudinis. deſperationem inciderint, gy fibi unico credulitatis 
auxilio popoſcerint ſubveniri, eodem, quo poſcunt, moment? temporis, ex- 
petite regenerationis pramia conſequantur, Siricius Papa ad Himerium 


Tarraconenſem. 


Bur, God be thanked, we are under no ſach 4ppre- 
henſions at preſent ; though we were then, when ris 
Cuſtom of Chriſtning at Home firſt por Footing amongſt 
us ; no ſuch Praftice being heard ot in the Church of 
England, till the late Times of our horrible DiſtraQtions. 
Which bare Confideration, viz. of rhe Means whereby 
this Uſage was here introduc'd, mighr, one would 
think, have long fince render'd it odious and ahomi- 
nable, to thoſe eſpecially, who haye the Conſctence 
ſtill lett them to abhor che /ewd Proceedings of thoſe 
Days, when Wild Enthuſiaſm, and Blind Zeal juſtled all 
ſober Religion almoſt, with God's Solezmmn Worſhip, out 
of theſe three Kingdoms. Bur, 

4ly. and Lafily, The Conſtitutions of our Church, 
which order Bapriſrn ro be Publickly Celebrated, do not 
only bear a juſt Correſpondence with the Praftice of 
the Eaſtern, and all the Weſtern Churches now in the 
World, as grounded upon the earlieſt Antiquity : Bur 
that Antiquity has no leſs ſolid a Bafis, than the firm- 
eſt Reaſon, to ſupport it; Three of which I ſhall, fer 
rhe preſent, only hint at, leaving the tarcher Confide- 
ration of them, and others as obvious, to your own 
more ſerious Reflections. The 

1. Of which, is, That Publick Baptiſm is more for 
Edification, This the Primitive Church was ſenſible of, 
as you find from the Canon of the Council juſt now men- 
tion'd , which (with a great number beſides) orders 
Baptiſm to he pertorm'd on Exfter and ps 6 only; 

ccaule 


rund. 6, 
ANNO. 517. 
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becauſe then the Congregations were fuller. This our 
Church 1s very ſenfthle of, in like manner, when She 
Rubr. 1. in orders 1t to be adminiſtred ordinarily upon Sundays, or 
rhe Office for ly-days, when the greateſt Number of People are met to- 
Publich Ba- gether ; that all there preſent may be put in mind of th-ir 
ptiſm. own Profeſſion made to God in their Baptiſm. This the 
French Reformed Church 1s highly ſenſible of, when, in 
her laſt Rubrich, in the Office ff Publick Baptiſm, She 
Le tout ſe orders, That the Miniſter, Baptizing in the Church, ſpeak 
dit a haute as loud as he can, in the Vulgar Tongue, that all may be 
wx en lan- edified : En reconmnoiſſant &5 reduiſant en memoire, quel cſt 
gue vulgaire, le fruit, (F P uſage de leur Bapteſme. This, in a Word, 
Aautant que all the Churches in the World are ſenſible of , rheir 
le Peuple qui Cuſtom being principally founded upon this Mottyc. 
aſſilte la doit Bur, then, 
eltre temoin 
de ce qui Sy fait 4 quoi eſt requiſe intelligence : &F auſſt afin que tous ſoient 
ediner, en reconmiſſant, &c, La Forme d' Adminiſtrer le Baptefme. 


2. The very Nature and Deſign of Baptiſm beſpeaks 
rhe Reaſonableneſs of irs being done in Publick : Ir is, 
as has been ſaid, our ſolemn Adqmiſfi-n into the Chriſtian 

_ Church, and therefore ought to be done open/y; that as 

Rubr. 1, 2 gur own inſtructs us, the Congregation then preſent may 

the Office for teſtifie the Recerving of them that are newly baptiz'd into 

P ablick Ba- the Number of Chriſt's Church, And, 

Prijm. 3. We may conſider, that Baptiſm contains a Publich 
Profeſſim of our Faith in Chriſt, by our Godfathers and 
Godmorhers. Now the Profeſſion of our Faith, the more 
publick ir 1s, the more agreeable 1s it to the Nature of 
Baptiſm, and the Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church; 
which 15 a Viſible Society, profeſſing the Faith of Chrit, 

Pſal. 114, And when can it poſſibly be more publick, than in the 

x3. Courts of the Lord's Hbuſe * The Publick Congregation 

| for God's Worſhip, tteld by Publick Anthority, in Places 
publickly ſer a-parr for that purpoſe; when the End of 
Aftemblins there, 1s, the more ſolemn Celebration of 
God's Honour ; that Devour Perſons may, with one 
Mind, and one Mouth, glorihe his Name together. 

Thus have I gone through all the Particulars I de- 
ſrgn'd ro ſpeak to: And have ſhewn, 

[. Very briefly, The Nature of Baptiſm in general. 

I. Who were the Perſons Commiſſion's by our Savi- 
Gur © baptize, HI, Who 


of Publick Baptiſas. 

Tf, Who ought to be baptiz'd. 

IV. Atter what Form. And, 

V. More at large, at whar Time, and in what Place. 

T ſhould now put an End to this Difcourte, but that 
Ir may be expetted, fince IT have been fo copious in the 
Detence of Publick Baptiſm, tha I ſhould ſay ſome- 
what by way of Obviating thoſe Preterces, which have 
been ſo powerful, as to uphold the contrary Praice 
amongſt roo many of us, for ſome Years laſt paſt. 

And indeed, were it not tor this Reafon, notwith- 
ſtanding rheir Prevalency, I ſhould have thoughr rhe 
beſt of them roo weak and rtrifling, ſuch as deferv'd 
rather to be paſs'd over in Silence, cr, at moſt, anfwer'd 
by a Mmiſter in Whiſpers, as they are commonly urg'd 
ro him, rather than mentiond by way of Conturation 
betore ſuch an Auditory as this. Bur, tuch as they arc, 
they may be reduc'd ro Three chiefly ; cicher ot che 
Ricker Sort, the Poer, or Bith indifferently. 

The Richer Sort uſually pretace their Reiolutions about 
a Private Chrsſtning, with an Intimation ct their fincere 
Intentions towards the Church of England, in which 
they were born and bred, and refolve, by the Grace ot 
God, to dic in too : Bur, as for the Buſineſs in hand, 
the Child is at preſencr indiſpos'd, and the Goſſips are nov 
in the Way, who cannot fo well atrend another-Timc ; 
and rhercfore 1t 18 convement it ſhould be done !mmmz 
diately, without making any farther Trouble one, 

To ſuch it may cafily be antwer'd, It rhey are fo 
well affected, as they prerend, to the Church of England, 
or rather the Church of Chriſt, let them ſhew their 
AﬀeGiion, Ly a ready Compliance ro the wholiom In- 
jun&ons of thts in general, wich relation ro Publich; 
Baptim , and that 1n particular, wiuch has provided 4 
Private Firm, purpoſely ro be us'd in tuch Exiycncics ; 
and ſatisfies them there, That the Child { baptiz'd, 7: 
lawfully and jufficiently baptiz'd, and owght nt 19 be bap- 


} 


tiz'd again ; Bur only defires, upon Recevery, it be 


"—_ 
» we 


broughc ro Church afterwards, tcr rhe Reatons juft men- 


tion'd; and there reccive the ligh Honovr ot tcing 
orderly and folemnly admitted into Chritt's Flock, Bvr, 
to be plain, Tis not the Child's rea! Indifpoſttion, but 
the unhappy Bent of the Parents too perverſe Inciina- 
tions ctrentimes, that make them take theſe Mcatures ; 
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A SERMON 


fince 'tis notorious, that, of thoſe who dar'd not ver- 
ture their Infant two or three Doors ro Church, in the 
cold Air of this City, many have ſpeedily after ſenr ir 
our ſome Miles in a much colder, to be taken Care of 
in the Country, And then; as for the Excuſe of want- 
ing thoſe that will ſtand Godfathers and Godmothers, 'tis 
well known, thar Perſons of any Faſhion, are not with- 
out Numbers, ambitious of paying that Complemental 
Piece of Reſpe# to them ;, (for, to our Shame be it ſpo- 
ken, 'tis roo frequently look'd upon as no more:) 

On the other fide, Whilſt we have gloſs'd, varniſh'd 
Falſhood trom the Rich , ſuitable to their Circumſtances; 
we meet with ſimple, naked Truth from the Pow : 
What was pretended Indiſpofztion in the former, is down- 
right Shame in the latter. 

Truly, though (they thank God) they want nothing, 
yet they are nor 1o well to paſs in the World, as to 
make a Figure in't , and upon that Account, being un- 
able to provide things handſom enough tor their Company, 
and a Publick Appearance, they don't care to be ridicul'd 
and laugh'd at by their Neighbours, till they can. 

To which it may be reply'd, in a Word, That the 
Vanity of ſome in a higher Rank, , ought not to be a 
Rule for thoſe in a meaner Condition; much leſs ſhould 
the Avoiding of it be objeted to them ; then which; 
nothing can more advance their Repuration among 
Perſons of Prudence and Sobriety ; whoſe Cenſures, in 
ſuch Caſes, are alone to be regarded. 

And, indeed, were thoſe Extravagant Expences re- 
rrench'd, which are every where too common on ſuch 
Occaſions, and have been condemn'd in three late 
Councils, even by the Corrupt Church of Rome, we 
fhould quickly find the Thoughts of moſt_ People, 
which are now wholly bent upon Dreſs, Shew, and the 
Pomp of the Buſineſs, turn'd a contrary way; and the 
chiet Solemniry of Chriſtnings would then lie, in ha- 
ving the Religious Part of them perform'd more decent- 
ly, with reſpe& to Time, Place, gc. than generally 
now 1t 1s. 

Bur, 3. The Main, Topping Argument from borh Sorts, 
1s, That ſuch or ſuch Great Men have nor ſcrupl'd to 
Chriſten 1n Private : Why therefore ſhould others re- 
fuſe ir, who are not nigh ſo much Diznify'g, nor D:- 

Rtinguiſh'd 2 To 
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of Publick Baptiſne- 

To this I anſiver, Laſtly, When thofe Eminent Per- 
fons declin'd their Rule, they did ic with Reaſon, or 
without. 

If without, Then their Example ought no more to 
be a Guide to orhers, than the unwarrantable Attons 
of a Superior Magiſtrate in any Corporation, ſhould 
be propos'd to the Imitation ot an Interior one; tor, 
however they may both, by the Connivance of rhe 
Higher Powers, or any other way, eſcape the Puniſh- 
ment due to them tor the Breach of the Laws of their 
Country; yer there 15 a Court'ot Confcience in each 
of their Breaſts, char will not acquir them here, and a 
Sentence to be awarded them by the higheſt Tribunal 
hereafter. 

If they did it with Reaſon, Then ic muſt be pre- 
ſum'd 'twas for the fame that made Moſes connive at 
ſome Irregularities in the Jews; viz. the Hurdneſs of 
their Hearts, 1n hopes to bring them, by this Means, 
at lengrh, to an entire Conformity. For, ro that de- 
plorable Condition are we arnv'd, through a compli- 
cared Degeneracy of Principles and Manners, peculiar 
ro this Age, that unleſs a Clergy-man will now and then 
{ubmir to undue Compliances of this nature, fonſe 
proud, peeviſh Perjons there are, who ſhall make it their 
whole Study and Endeavour (by ſpreading about malici- 
ous Innuendo's, and palpable Untruths, wich other indi- 


red Methods) to render his Preaching, Prayers, Adini- 


niſlration of the other Sacrament, his whole Miniſtry in- 
effeual. Bur, God be thanked, this 1s but the Cate 
of a few; the reſt of the Laity generally ſtanding our 
upon. no other Ground, than rhe Strengrh of char b.:d 
Cuſflom to the contrary, which many with heartily were 
broke, bur only are ſhy, each of them, of firtt arremp- 
tins 1t, | 

Far be 1t therefore from me, to apply to rhe Prefent 


State of our Church, with relation co chis Aﬀair, what /.: 
was ſaid, by one ot the * Councils lit mention'd, of « 
rhe Clergy md Laity in the Diceſs ot Colrones, where 777 


Private Baptiſm began to make Head : Dere/t.nfs ef non 
minus Laicorum ſvperbia, quam Paſtorum os ol egiiontiton 


adularto, qui contempta Eccleſia profes tuas winnt in do- 
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20 A SERMON 


king Conceſſions of this nature ; nor ro the Pride of 
Private Ba- moit of our Laity, (though ſome muſt be thought to 
ftiſm,S&c. #s make it a Piece of State) that they have had a long 
fince become while, and ſtill have in roo many places, their Children 
a Mark of generally Chriſtn'd at Home, but to the great dithculty 
Vanity, and of breaking a Cuſtom ; which, as it began 1n a vey il! 
a piece of Time, and has more unhappily prevail'd ever ſince ; fo 
Aﬀected it will be mjt diſmsl 1n its Conſequences, 1t the Obſer- 
State. Buy- vation of a great f DoGtocr in our Church holds good, 
net's Hiſt. That there is not @ more ready way to root out C briffanity 
Retorm. A- it ſelf among us, than (thus) to dejtroy the Solemnities of 
bridged, God's Worſhip. 
Lib. 2.p.63. 

+ Dr. $Sherlock's Relig. Afiemb. Part 2. Cit. 4. pag. 153» 


However therefore ſome Men, when preſs'd with 
Arguments of this kind trom the Pulpir, or otheriviſe, 
are apt to ſtifle or ſhuffle them off, wich crying our in 
general of a Holy Life, a Hbly Life, as the only Stable 
Syppsrt of Chriſtianity. Sure I am (though what they 
ſay 1s true) yet they are never like ro be any great Pil- 
lars of it, who are deat to all Intormartions avour, and 
conſequently neglet all the Means of Praftice, arnongſt 
which, a due Admin;f?rntion of God's Holy Sacraments has 
ſtill been reckon'd none of rhe leaſt, 

The Application from all, which has been ſaid, 1s this, 
in ihurt; Thar ſince there 1s no Shadow of Reaſon for 
Private Baptiſm, and no Bar againſt bringing this Anci- 
ent, this Catholick, this Religious, this almoſt neceſſary 
Praftice of Baptizang in Publich, into a-greater Eſteem 
amongſt us, than the piritul Plea of a prevailing Cuſtom 
ro the contrary, which might be cafily overthrown by 
the Encouragement, and eſpecially the Example of Rich 
Men; whom their Meaner Neighbours would as readily 
tollow 1n Religious Uſages, as in Civil Faſhioms. I ſay, 
ſince there 15 no other Bar againſt Publick Baptiſzr, bur 
this pititul Plea, 1t may be worth while tor all Perſons 
of CharaFer and Station to contider, whether, as God 
has beſtow'd on them more diſtinguiſhing Marks ot his 
Fayour, than others round about them, they ought not 
(were it only by way of Gratitude) to fignalize them- 
ſclves more eſpecially, and become forwarder Inſtarces 
in promoting his Glory all the ways unagirable : A tair 

| Opperrunity 
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of Publick Baptiſm. 
Opportunity of doing which, in noſmall meaſure, they 
have in the Matter betore us, which tends ſo much, as 
we have ſeen, to the Good of his Church, in the Edifi- 
cation ot particular Chriſtians, and amy is little choughr 
on) the Welfare of their own Souls too, 

For, Whereas they beſcech God every Lord"s-Day, 
and Holy-Day, that he would give his Grace to all Biſhops 
and Curates, that they Rightly and Duly Adminiſter his 
Holy Sacrament ; if in this, as well as other Petitions, 
their Hearts go along with their Lips, and their Endea- 
wurs with both ; it they do not fruſtrate this his Grace 
here, by diſcouraging his 2fmiſters in a faithful Diſcharge 
of their Office, they may then expe to he at length 
Partakers with him in Everlaſting Glory hereafter. 

Now, Confider we, what has been faid, and God 
Almighty give every one of us a right Fudgment in this 
Particular, as well as 1n all other Matters; Thar, as he 
harh left in his Church but two Sacraments, as Outward 
and Viſible Signs of his Inward and Spiritual Grace, we 
may none of us, in the great Day of Viſitatim, he 
found among thoſe, who have either ſcandalouſly negle&t- 
ed the one, or hudd''d up the other in a Corner. 


Now, to the Individual and Ever-blefſed Trinity, 
Three Perſons, bur One Glorious, Almighty 
Lord God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, by us, 
and his People every where, all poffible Ado- 
ration, Honour and Glory, 


As it was in the Beginning, is now, and ever 
ſhalt be, World without End, Amen, 
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The Lord 
Biſhop of 
L1nadan, 


In the Ora- 
fry at St. 
Pauls, My 
x 7th laſt. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
To the Reader, 


INCE rhe former Impreſſion of this Sermon, 
T mer with a Letter of our Right Reverend 
Diocefan's, containing the ſubſtance of a Con- 
terence with his Clergy concerning the Sub- 
je&t Matter thereof ; wherein His Lordſhip hath fo 
fully explained and vindicated the Rule of the Church 
of England as to that Particular, and preſcribed ſuch 
effectual Merhods tor recovering the Practice of it 
within our Communion, (which His Lordſhip was plea- 
ſed to move again. as his:avowed Senſe in another 
later Conference with his City-Clergy)) Thar 'tis thoughr 
fir, towards rhe more ſucceſsful retrieving in this Ciry 
and Kingdom the moſt approved Uſage'in the Catholick 
Church of Baptizing Publickly, ro ſubjoin it to this Sc- 
cond Edition , together with the concurrent Judg- 
ments of the Moft Reverend and Rizht Reverend Fathers 
in God 


Dr. Ti1/otſon, late Lord Archb. of Carr. 
Dr. Kidder, Ld. Bp. of Bath and IVells, 
Dr. Stratford, Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, 
Dr. Gardiner, Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, 
Dr. Wilkwns, Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter, 
and other Righr Reverend Fathers of our prefenc 
Church, who have earneſtly recommended the dilzgenr 
uſe of ir borh ro the Clergy and Laity in their Viſitation 
Charges, Advices, Sermons, &c, fince that time ; whict; 


ve pleaſed to peruſe zn che order and manner as they 
were publiſhed. | Heni'y 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Henry Lord Biſhop of London's Judg- 


ment concerning Publick Baptiſm. 


Ood Br other, The firſt Conference we had was 

concerning Bapti/m, tor the pertormance ot which, 
you are directed by 29 and 3o, 69 and 70 Canons, and 
the Rubrichs contained 1n the Othce tor the Admint- 
{tration of Baptiſm: And to perſwade us the more 
earneſtly and cy to protecure this We CON- 
{ider'd, : 

1, Of the great Uſe and Expeiience Publick 
Baptiſm was in the Church. 

2, What might be the beſt mcans to recover 
the ſhameful Diſulſe of it. 


I. The great Uſe and Expedience did appear from 7; 5, Sec 


the ſeveral Advantages the Church receives by Pub- 
lick Baptiſm, which are. ail Joſt in Private. 


1. There are the joinr Prayers of the Congregati- 
on to give a Bleffing to that Holy Pertormance. 

3 There 15 an cccation given to the People to re- 
flett upon rheir own Promiſe, both which are excrciles 
of be Charity. 

It makes us not to be aſhamed of our Vow of 
Chriflianity. And 
Laſtly, Ir gives thar Solemnity which 1s due to 
fo. great a Sucrament, 2nd trom which a greater awe 
and Tegard is contradted upon the Minds of Men, who 
arc in a creat meaſure moved by the outward ap- 
pearance, Sad for the wanc of which being hud/ed 
up in private, I fear I may but too truly tay 1t 1s 
grown 10to cont ermpr among us. 

That which adds srear weight to confirm theſe Rea- 
ſons,1s the conſtant and univerſal Practice of the Church 
in all Aves; which, however different 1n the Manner,was 
attended with rwo Circumſtances, a Hi:h Reverence 
to the Sacredneſs of the Inſtitution, and a S:lemn and 
Publick Pertormance : Wairneſs the Prinutve Ulage = 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


the Burying-place of their Martyrs, where their Afſem- 
blies were then held, and afterwards their M.1gnificen; 
Baptiſterizs, the remains of which are to be ſeen in 
ſome Cities to this day. It would be to little pur- 
poſe ro quore either Conncils or Fathers for this, 
when there 1s nor a Church to this Hour, that doth 
nor appoint as Publick an Adminiſtration as 1ts Con- 
dition will allow of. And if any come ſhorter of 
this decent Obſervation than another (except ſome 
wild Chriſtians) it 1s the Church of Rome, which by 
Superſtition hath defaced the Beauty of it. 


IT. The way therefore to recover this decent and 
moſt uſeful Praftice, and to reſtore the Church 
ro its 7uſt Diſcipline, is, earneſtly ro lay before 
thoſe who are committed ro our care, not only the 
reafonablneſs of their Complying, but likewiſe the great 
Obligation that lies upon us, eſpecially in obedience to 
ſo Fuſt a Command. So that at the leaſt, if they 
will not bring their Children into the Congregation 
(ſuppoſing they have Health to bear it) we oughr 
to refuſe rhe Regiſtrng of them. 


Nicholas Lord Biſhop of Cheſter's. 


N the nexr place you promiſed, To grue your 
[] faithful diligence ſo to Miniſter the Sacraments and 
Diſcipline of Chriſt, as the Lord hath commanded, and 
as this Church and Realm hath received the ſame, ac- 
cording to the Commandment of God; that 1s, as God 
hath preſcribed in rhe Holy Scriptures. 

As to the Sacrament of Baptiſm, I ſhall at pre- 
ſent only put you in mind of ſome few Things, 
which are either expreſly or implicitly required 1n 
the Rubrichs. 


Firſt, Let your People know, That Baptiſm be- 
ing the Solemn Admiſſim of a Perſon into the Pub- 
lick Society of Chriſtians, ir is very unbecoming its 
Nature and Deſ;en , to have it Adminiſtred in Pris 

| pe” vate, 


Ce 


POSTSCRIPT. 


vate. - Admoniſh them therefore to bring 


Rubrick be-' their Children to be Baptized in the 
fore Private publick Congregarion, left by their re- 
, Baptiſm. tuling ſo ro do, Chrift ſhould reckon 
them in the ' number of choſe, who 
are aſhamed of him and his Religion before Men. 

Secondly, Admoniſh your People, That ir is moit 
7 convemient, Thar Bapti/m ſhould not 


Rubrich be- be Adminiſtred, bur upon Sundays and 
fore Publich Holy-days, when the greateſt number 


' Baptiſm. of People come together; becaute mm 
_ che Baptiſm of Infants, every Man pre- 
> fent may be put in remembrance of his own Pro- 
x feſſion,- made to God in his Baptiſm. Exhort them 
+ therefore to attend diligently rhroughour che whole 
- Adminiſtration, to refle& upon their paſt Lives, and 
y to conſider how far they have kept, and wherein 
1 they have broken their Baptiſmal Vow. 
{4 
Richard Lord Biſhop of Bath and 
Wells's. 
Ifthly, You are alſo to Adminiſter the Sacraments See his 
as 1s appointed by the Church. Charee to 
o Baptiſm is the Sacrament of Initiation: By this we the Clergy 
> are entred into the Church : You are to take care gf his Djo- 
4 (as diredted in the Rubrick) that this be done in the (> ar his 
my Church in the fuce of the Congregation. You are alfo Primary Vi- 
d ro explain in your Sermons the Nature ot this Sacra- {;+atjon be- 
ment; and che Grounds of Infanr-Baptiſm, and often *pyn ar Ax- 
= ro explain the Baptifmal Vow, and call on your þ,jggze June 
Sy People ro refle&t upon ir, and to confider the Obli- 2, 14-2, 
n gation that ariſcth thence co a Lite of Vertue and py. 15 24, 
Religion. a 
[ have told you what you are to do for the 
_ more ſucceſsful diſcharge ot your Holy Ofhce. 
h- 
ts 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


John Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury's. 


Proceed ro the next Particular, wherein the good 
I .Education of Children doth confſift ; namely, 

I. In bringing them to be Baptized and admitted 
Members of Chriſt's Church at the times appointed” or 
accuſtomed in the National Church of which che Pa- 
rents are Members. I mean, to bring them to the 
Church to be chere publickly initiated, and ſolemnly ad- 
mitted by Baptiſm. And this the Rules . of the 
Church ot England do ſtriftly enjoin, unleſs the Child 
be in danger. of Death : And 1n that Cafe only it 
is allowed to adminiſter Baptiſm Privately, and in a 
Summary way, without performing the whole Office. 
Bur then it the Child live, "t 1s order'd thar ir 
ſhall be brought to the Church, where the remain- 
der of the Office 1s ro be ſolemnly perfirmed, 

I know that of late Years, ſince our unhappy 
Confuſrons, this Sacrament hath very frequently been 
adminiſtred in Private. And Miniſters have been in 
2 manner, and to avoid the greater miſchief of 
Separatiom, neceſſitated to comply with the Obſtinacy 
of the greater and more powerful of their Pa- 
riſhioners: Who for their Eaſe, or Humour, or for 
the convenience of a more pompous Chriſtening, will 
either have their Children baptized at Home by their 
Miniſter ; or if he refuſe, wilt get. ſome other Mi- 
niſter to do it : Which is wery irregular. 

Now I would entreat fuch Perfons calmly to con- 
ſider how contrary to Reajon, and the plam Defign 
of the Inſtitution of this Sacrament, this perverſe 
Cuſtom, and their 6bſtinate Refolution in it, 15.- For 
1s there any Civil Society or Corporation, into which 
Perſons are admitred withour fome kind of S9lem- 
ity ? And is the Privilege of being admitted Mem- 
bers of rhe Chriſtian Church, and Heirs ot the grear 
and glorious - Promiſes and Bleſſings of the New Co- 
wvenant of the Goſpel leſs Conſiderable, and fit ro be 
conferrd with lets Solemnity ? I ſpeak to Chriſtians, 
and they who are ſo in good earneſt will, without my uſing 
more words abour ir, conſider what I fay in this Par- 
eicular. James 


P OSTSCRIPT. 


James Lord Biſhop of Lincoln's. 


Ty U T---- I am ſure they cannor execuſe themſelves 

in neglefting, omitting, or altering any part of 

the Publick Offices----- They ought ar leaſt ro per- 

form rhe Otfhces as they are diretted and preſcribed, 

for nothing leſs than this can Anſwer their Sub- 

ſcription, which will remain in the Biſhop's Cuſtody 
as a Witneſs of their Inſincerity. h 

This is ro be underſtood nor only of the OF- 
ces of Morning and Evening Prayer---bur alfo all 
Occational Ortices, the Adminiſtration of rhe Sacra- 
ments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper------ Theſe 
ought ro be peformed ſeriouſly, ſolemnly, and delibe- 
rately, and in che Expreſſions and Order in which 
they are diretted, which can only juſtifie the Con- 
formity which you have promiſed. 

As to one of thoſe Othices, that of Publich B-p- 
tim of Infants, 1 muſt adviſe you ro uſe your ut- 
moſt endeavour ro prevail with yout Pariſhioners 
To bring their Children #o Church co be Baprized and 
nor teign Pretences for having them baptized: ar 
their own Houſes: Or if there be a real Danger, 
and thar Sickneſs, or other need © compels them fo to 
do, if the Child live, you muſt not fail ro admoniſh 
them, that ir 15 expedient (as the Rubrick dire) 
ro bring the Child ro Church atrerwardss This is 
a parr of that Conformity to the Litwzy of the 
Church of England, ro which you have ſubſcribed. 
Again: In another place 

I muſt charge upon you, Thar you deliver faic!: 
fully che whole Law ot Chriſt by which rhe Chur-:: 
is to be Inſtrudted, Edified, and Governed, Sc. 

Theſe things you ſhould Preach and Ext, and 
thereby ſhew your ſelves fairhtul co your Lord and 
Maſter, who has ordained theſe Two $Srcrments to 
be perpetually uſed and adminiſired in the Church vi 
&! his comang again, For which purpote 4 there 2 
in every Church a Fmt tor Bytiim, fo there 55 4 
parr of the Church, very converiieat and proper 
and generally fitted and prepared tor the Celenra- 
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tion of the Lord's Supper which we call the 
Chancel, 


John Lor4 Biſhop of Chicheſter's. 


hems accordingly as they are thus joined 1n 
Neighbourhood by Situation, and in an Eccle- : 
fnaſtical Sociery by a Parochial Union : So there are 
Acts of Religion and Worſhip , which as of ſuch 
Society they are to join and communicate in : And 
that under a general Charafter, is what we call Publick. 
Worſhip , confiſting in Prayers, Exhorcations and In- 
ſtrutions, Pſalms, and Sacraments. And fince theſe 
are the publick Teſtimomes of Communion, and what 
we are required by the Divine Command to Com- 
municate in, how much are they to blame thar hve 
in the nezle& of theſe or any of theſe ? 

And now I am upon this Arzumenr, I muſt mind 
you of a Svemn Ordinance of our Religion, that 
if we reſpet the Uſe and End of ir, ſhould be 
firſt treated of, and rhar is, Baptiſm. An Ordinance 
indeed not negleted : For who is there amongſt 
us that is nor willing and forward to have his Chil- 
dren thereby matriculared and admitted into the 
Church of G2d ? Bur it we confider how 'tis ge- 
nerally Celebrated in Private, in the Corner of a 
Room, in the preſence of ſcarce ſo many as will 
entitle the Company to a Congregation : Ir 1s far 
trom being a .S»/emnity ; or from being treated as 
a Divine Tnſtitutim ; Kar from anſwering the End of 
that Inſticurion : For what is the End of thar 
Ordinance, but to initiate the Perſon into the Church 
of Chriſt, and to entitle him to the Privileges of it ? 
And where 1s that Snciety that he is admitted to? 
Is ir not when aſſembled after rhe moſt Sylemn and 
Conſpicuous manner for the Worſhip of God, and for 
che teſtifying of their Communion in it? And 
where is the Profeſſim to be made before ſuch A- 
»1;iMm, where the Stipulatim to be given, where the 
Fromiſe to undertake the Duties of a Chriſtian, but 
where the Church is ? And how can all rhis be 
gone 1n Confufizn and Prefipitence, without any timely 
\ Nic? 
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Natice or Preparation, without ſuch an Aſſe mhly as the 
Niture of the thing, as well as the- Order ' of the 
Church, in conſequence of ir, dorh require? "The 
Ordinance is certainly Publick,, Publick in the Nature 
and End of it, and fuch ought the Celebration of it 
ro be: And the Negled of. ſuch a Celebratimn is the 
leſs excuſable, becauſe it is fo eaſily remedied, Bur 
I come nor here ſo much to Reprove as to Exhort ; 
and do no farther rax the Negle& of jr1ch, than as 
it may ferve to awaken them that are oily of it, 
to-a ſenſe of their Duty. O whar an Honour would 
it be to Almighry God ! Whar a Szrvice to our 
Religion | Whar a means to ſweeren our Tempers, 
and to treat each other with Fairnefs and Simplicity, 
if as we are Men made of one blood, as we are Chritti- 
ans, and Redeemed by the Blood of one common 
Saviour, fo we could all come to join in the fame 
Worlhip. 


I might ro the Arguments laid down, offer in this 
place rhe conſtanr Liſas >e of the Church of Zurich, 
(che Tranſlation of whoſe Liturey 1s F recommended 
ro the Engliſh Reader by ſ1x of our much-citcemed 
Prelares) which as we are ger Orders, 

I. Thar Baptiſm never be adminiſtred in any Pri- 
vate Houſe, bur always 11 the Church or Chapel of 
rhe Parith, 

2. That Children ought to be baptized when there 
1s Publick Service of Prayer and Sermon, and never 
Eltc, unleſs a Child be dangeroutly Sick : then the 
Sureties and Relations are ro mect in che Church, 
and to bring the Cluldren tither, where rhe Miniſter 
having read tlc Prayers beture-mentioned) Chri- 
jencth them. 


I might prets alto with the Articles to be Enquircd - 
of, and Anſwer d unto by the Church-Warden and 
Sworn-Men ar Eccletiaftical Viiications; ſuch are, 

i. Is there a dccent Fmt of Stone in your Church 
with a Cover ? 

'2, Doth 'vour Mimfter Baprize Publickly only 1n the 
Faint 2 

Bur the Arguments newly mention'd (cach of wh ich 
hath irs Weight are of Force tufficient ro conc! ude 
the 
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the Laity as well as Clergy of our Communion, who 
cannor any of them without a palpable derogation 
to their own Charafters, refuſe ro comply with the 


. unanſwerable Reaſons ſo advantageouſly urged by 
thoſe GREAT NAMES. 


« Yet,- ſhould theſe Papers miſs of their pious Aim, 

and not compaſs our Church's defign ot an Uni- 
form and Univerſal Obedience to her InjunQtions : 
Should ſome wilful Perſons thro' the degenerate Ini- 
quiry of our Times, ſtand our ſtill in ſome places 
againſt the moſt cogent and powertul Motives which 
here joincly make a freſh vigorous Effort for re- 
rrieving the Laudable and almoſt Neceſſary Uſe 
of Publick Baptiſm amongſt us, 

Theſe valuable AUTHORITIES will do thus 
much Good in the Church however, They muſt 
Countenance at leaſt the Perſons who conſcientiouſly 
and prudently endeavour the Obſervation of their 
Rule, if not Rebube thoſe whoneglet or pervert it; 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


;F Publich Baptiſm. A Sermon preach'd before the 

Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, and the Court 

of Aldermen, at Guild-Hall-Chapel, Sunday Nov, 20. 1692. 
The Second Edition, with a Poſtſcripr. 

Of Confirmation. A Sermon preach'd at St.  Benedie? 
Grace-Church, May 14. 1693. the day on which the Lord 
Biſhop of London Confirmed there. 

The Religious Seaman ; Firted with proper Devotions 
on all Occaſions, To whuch 1s prefix'd, 1n a Letter to 
thoſe of that Profeſſion, A ſerious Exhortation to the 
Praftice of Vertue and Piety in their ſeveral Conycr- 
ſations. 


All theſe by Mr. Stubs; aud are fold by James Bonwick 
at the Hat and Sear in St. Paul's Church-yard. 
FINIS. 


